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EFSA is…

The reference body for risk assessment of food and 
feed in the European Union. Its work covers the entire 
food chain – from field to fork

One of several bodies that are responsible for food 
safety in Europe



improve

the EU food 
safety system

help 
ensure 

a high level of 
consumer 
protection

restore and 
maintain 

confidence in 
the EU food 

supply

clearly 
separate 

risk assessment 
and risk 

management 
functions

A brief history

EFSA was established under EU law in 2002 following a series of food 

crises as part of a programme to:



▪October 2017 - Citizens’ initiative on glyphosate

▪ Concerns about quality and independence of scientific studies

▪ Call for greater transparency of the EU risk assessment

▪December 2017 - Commitment to introduce a new 

legislation

▪September 2019 - Adoption of Transparency Regulation

▪March 2021 – Entry into application

Transparency Regulation



Transparency of 

EU Risk Assessment

Quality & Reliability 

of Studies

Improved 

Risk Communication

Sustainability & Governance of 
EFSA

…and it’s 4 pillars



EFSA Vision & Mission

Trusted science for safe food 

Protecting consumers by providing independent scientific 

advice on risks in the food chain

ADVISE COMMUNICATECOLLABORATE



Excellence Independence Openness Accountability Cooperation

EFSA’s Values



Our partners

International 
organisations and 

partners

Research 
institutes & 
academia

National food 
safety 

organisations

Individual 

experts

EU Agencies



Our stakeholders

Distributors & HORECA

Farmers & primary
producers

Business & 
Food Industry

Consumer
organisations

Practitioners’ 
associations

NGOs &
advocacy groups

Academia



A changing environment

Risk Assessment challenges

• Complexity of science

• Rapid scientific advances 

• High rate of technological 
innovation

• “Big data”

• Transparency

Societal challenges

• Trust in science?

• Strong differences in public debate

• Policy initiatives

• Transparency



1. “Deliver trustworthy assessment and 

communication of risks from farm to fork”

2. “Ensure preparedness for future risk analysis 

needs”

3. “Empower people and ensure organisational 

agility”

EFSA Strategy 2027



External Engagement team in 
2021

The team

EU agencies

International 
partners

European Food Safety System



What’s in it for WB? (1/3)

Increased scientific cooperation and networking activities among IPA beneficiaries, 
Member States and EFSA

O 1

Expected Outcome 1.1

Improved communication and information 
exchange systems enabling collaboration 
initiatives between IPA beneficiaries, Member 
States and EFSA

EOR 1.1.1 Increased and improved 
scientific cooperation on risk assessment 
and risk communication among IPA 
beneficiaries, Member States and EFSA

EOR 1.1.2 Increased harmonisation of IPA 
data collection/analysis methodologies with 
EFSA’s methodologies (including on AMR 
monitoring) and data reporting standards to 
EFSA

EOR 1.1.3 Increased number of EFSA’s 
scientific outputs with contribution from IPA 
beneficiaries



Increased knowledge on the EU’s (food safety) policy within the IPA society O 2

Expected Outcome 2.1

Increased and improved relevance of the EU Food 
safety policies in the WB

EOR 2.2.1 Increased and improved 
preparedness for future regulatory and 
policy needs (after accession) addressing 
the EU Green deal and Farm to Fork 
priorities 

EOR 2.2.2 Alignment with EU strategies 
and policies is ensured

EOR 2.2.3 Activities addressing the EU 
Green deal and Farm to Fork priorities 
delivered in cooperation with the 
European Commission, Member States 
and ENVI agencies and in alignment with 
EC interoperability strategy

What’s in it for WB? (2/3)



What’s in it for WB? (3/3)

Improved crisis preparedness capacity and transfer of knowledge on methodologies used 
in the fields in the remit of EFSA 

O 3

Expected Outcome 3.1

Increased risk analysis capacities (knowledge, 
expertise, methodologies and data) across 
different scientific disciplines promoting the One 
Health approach

EOR 3.1.1 Increased capacities and 
expertise able to contribute to EFSA’s work 
before and after the accession, with the 
necessary exchange of expertise and 
knowledge  

EOR 3.1.2 Strengthened regional networks 
for crisis preparedness & communication  

EOR 3.1.3 Increased and improved IPA’s 
scientific assessment capacity to address 
future challenges



Stay connected

Subscribe to

efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters

efsa.europa.eu/en/rss

Receive job alerts

careers.efsa.europa.eu – job alerts

Follow us on Twitter

@efsa_eu

@plants_efsa

@methods_efsa

@animals_efsa

Follow us Linked in

Linkedin.com/company/efsa

Contact us

efsa.europa.eu/en/contact/askefsa

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.efsa.europa.eu%2Fen%2Fcontact%2Faskefsa&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cdda0d77411614bc0ac3e08d7b14ffa95%7C406a174be31548bdaa0acdaddc44250b%7C1%7C0%7C637172829365517385&sdata=gSJxXSxDT0PSAHmVPFTwhUFw%2FAoziza8DQg167yWO1M%3D&reserved=0


#OneEU202
2

One2022.eu

EFSA Scientific Conference


